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Jordanian News Coverage of the Decentralization Elections *'2022"
Almamlaka TV Website and Social Media Platforms as a Model
Prepared by: Mohammad Majed Al-Quraan
Supervised by: Dr. Mona Eid Abu Jamea
Abstract

This study aimed to assess the Jordanian media's coverage of the decentralized elections
"2022". Al-Mamlaka channel was chosen as a model, as it is a public service station concerned
with contributing to educating community members about the concept of decentralization and its
elections .

The study relied on the descriptive approach, and used the content analysis sheet tool for the
media materials that were published on the website and social media platforms of the channel,
during the period 01/01/2021 - 30/06/2022, to include three periods of time that enable the
researcher to evaluate.

The study sample included (121) media items on the website, (116) items on Facebook
platform, (113) items on Twitter platform, and (73) items on YouTube platform.

The results are summarized as follows :the channel focused on the issue of voting by
(27.3%), while other issues on which it is relied on to establish political awareness, education,
and addressing issues of concern to candidates and voters alike, did not receive sufficient
attention, such as those related to the concept of decentralization, its requirements, objectives, and
its relationship to local administration and provincial councils; studying the needs of regions,
defining them, allocating the budget, and following up on implementation.

These information contribute to persuading individuals to participate in the elections, whose
share did not exceed (2.66%) of the total sample of subjects. The same applies to issues of
integrity and political money, the use of hate speech and racism in electoral campaigns, issues of
vulnerable groups, and the right of media appearance for candidates to present their electoral
programs and debate their voters.

Al-Mamlaka TV focused also on the Independent Elections Commission as an actor and
source of information by (22.13%) as it is the organizing body for the electoral process, but did
not pay enough attention to other groups of human rights activists, observers, citizens, candidates,
and members of the provincial councils themselves, who in turn play a major role in the electoral
process.

The channel dealt also with a good professional level with regard to comprehensiveness and
sustainability: the contents of the media subjects were directed to all governorates, while they
dealt with some privacy in certain governorates according to specific cases that required it.

In terms of timing, the content was distributed well and logically over the three periods that
the study classified.

Patterns and subjects were also appropriate to the nature of the needs of the three periods.

Facebook platform topped the highest interaction rates by the Jordanian public, followed by
Twitter and then YouTube, and this reflects the reality of the Jordanian public's well-known
characteristics towards the platforms where Facebook is preferred.

The topic of violations, the use of racism and hate speech was the most interactive topics,
despite their low share of coverage. As for patterns, the highest average was for digital video
views.

Keywords: Digital Media, News Coverage, Decentralized Elections, Social Media
Platforms, Al-Mamlaka Channel, Jordan.
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